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The transport problems that have always existed in rural areas for those who do not have access to cars have been accentuated by such reductions to local services as the closure of post offices and the relocation of medical facilities, making it necessary for users to travel greater distances. An attempt to mitigate some of these problems is being made by a new group in Warminster.
Warminster Community Transport grew out of an earlier group, initiated by the White Horse Stroke Club, the intention of which was to establish a “transport hub” covering both Westbury and Warminster. An Open Meeting was held and a survey organised in order to establish the needs of communities in those towns and the villages in their catchment areas.

Transport Hub

The hub was intended to provide an information service from a central point for anyone needing to use public transport, particularly those with a disability, the elderly and the isolated. It was felt that it would also provide opportunities for identifying gaps in those facilities. Considerable help and support was provided by the County Community organisation Community First, which also assisted in obtaining start-up funding.

 
After about a year it became apparent that the concept of one centre serving two towns and two distinct parish areas was not practicable and, by mutual agreement, the Group was disbanded. 


With so much constructive work behind them, however, those who had been concerned with the project were determined not to allow it to die. With the support of the WVCP Warminster Community Transport was formed and arrangements have been made to provide a similar service in Westbury. A steering group was set up and has met a number of times.   

Steering Group     
The WCT steering group comprises Warminster Town Councillor, Keith Humphries, District Councillor Bill Parks, Liam Tatton-Bennett, Transport Manager for Community First and Leslie Rocker, representing the Warminster and Villages Community Partnership. 


A “stakeholders” meeting has been organised, which took place on Tuesday, 15th April. This was attended by representatives of a number of organisations whose members have particular needs for public transport and providers of some of those services.


At the meeting proposals were outlined for WCT to absorb the service provided by Warminster Shopmobility and to collaborate with other organisations, some of which already offer transport services, but may find it difficult to obtain suitable vehicles, or recruit drivers and other volunteers.


Liam Tatton-Bennett gave a presentation drawing attention to local transport needs and outlining the kind of services the WCT could provide. These would include the transport hub itself, giving one-telephone-call information on available services; identifying gaps in services; Shopmobility facilities; and transport for the disadvantaged, possibly provided by a community vehicle. He described similar projects that had been set up and run elsewhere in the country.


He foresaw the finance for this project coming from various funding bodies, such as Sustain-the-Plain (£1.8k already secured), local councils, and later from earned income. 


A full report of this meeting can be obtained from the contact address at the end of this newsletter. It is proposed to hold a public Open Meeting some time in May/June 2008.


Renewed funding
The Warminster and Villages Community Partnership has once again been granted core funding to enable it to continue its activities in the coming year. West Wiltshire District Council has awarded the Partnership £6,000 for the year 2008/9. In addition it has set aside £1,500 to assist with any costs that the Partnership might incur as a direct consequence of the transition to a Unitary Authority.

     The exact relationship between the various partnerships in the Five Towns and the new area boards has yet to be established and discussions to this end are currently taking place.   

     Meanwhile, the Committee’s main priority is the formation and encouragement of groups that will carry forward the work envisaged under the eight “pillars” or themes embodied in the Community Plan. Information relating to some of this work can be found elsewhere in this Newsletter.

     It is also hoped that small sums will be forthcoming from County and Town Councils, applications for which are being submitted. 

Small Grants
It is a condition of the District Council’s award that the Partnership administers its Small Grants Scheme. Although the sums of money available under this scheme are small, they provide valuable assistance and encouragement to new or established groups attempting to initiate a community project. 

     A total of £1,800 is available annually for grants of up to £500. New forms have been issued for this year and may be obtained from the contact address at the end of this Newsletter. Applications are considered quarterly.

      Recipients last year were : Friends of Warminster Park, £250; Warminster and Westbury Transport Group, £300; Wessex MS Therapy Centre, £300; Warminster Rugby Club, £450; Athenaeum Centre Trust, £500.

RIGHTS OF WAY

One of the eight pillars under the Community Plan is described as Countryside and Land-based Issues. Obviously, this covers much wider concerns than farming or agriculture as exemplified by the publication by Wiltshire County Council of its draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan.

     In an introduction Cabinet Member Fleur de Rhé-Philipe explains that this outlines the aspirations of the WCC in managing and developing countryside access within the County. This is mainly provided through a network of over 6,000 kilometres of Public Rights of Way, but also through the management of access land and permissive access arrangements.

     This is a consultation document and the Partnership is seeking to play its part in the consultation process, by calling a meeting of “stakeholders” with a view to setting up a working group. 

     Letters have been sent to various interested parties and expressions of interest have been received from a number of them. Obviously, the Management Committee would like to hear from anyone who is interested and feels they have a contribution to make to what is for Warminster and its surrounding rural area an issue of great importance.

FARMING

As part of this process, although not directly connected to it, a meeting has been arranged in collaboration with Warminster Chamber of Commerce to provide a platform for David Stratton to give a presentation on various aspects of the farming industry.

     The idea for this meeting was initiated by the Partnership’s Economy and Tourism Group, and will be attended by its members and those of the Chamber of Commerce and Partnership Management Committee. It will take place at the

Athenaeum Centre, Warminster, on Monday 12th May, starting at 6.00 pm

     As many will know, David Stratton has been a farmer all his life and his family has lived in the area for 150 years. He currently owns a 3,000-acre farm at Kingston Deverill.

     Among the questions he has been asked to address are : 

· how is the balance of power affected if farms are being bought up by conglomerates;

· how will an increase in food production by 100% over the next 40 years affect animal husbandry and welfare, the landscape, wildlife, water pollution, sites of outstanding beauty;

· with changing land use what are the considerations for the future regarding livestock, biofuels, organic farming and such diversifications as B&B, conference facilities, rural office space, etc ?

_______________________
Buying locally
The Partnership’s Economy and Tourism Group has revised and up-dated one of the two leaflets it has published giving details of locally-produced products. It lists a wide and varied range of products for the local gardener to use, including fencing, lawn turf, metalwork, paving, plants, sculpture, seeds, sundials, topsoil and even wind chimes, as well as garden centres and nurseries stocking local produce. 

     The format of a map, giving locations of the suppliers, has been retained.

     It is hoped to produce a revised version of the other leaflet in the series, food and drink, in due course.

_______________________
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