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Warminster and Villages

Community Partnership


_______________________________                           

Economy and Tourism Group

NOTES of Meeting held on Tuesday 7th July 2009 in the Meeting Room of the Athenaeum.

PRESENT:  Sue Harris (SH) in the Chair, Rosemary Buchan (RB), Elisabeth Collyns (EC), Christine Gilbert (CG), Susan Hewitt (SEH), Beverly Jenkins (BJ), George Jolley (GJ), Ian Stanley (IS), Pamela Thicknesse (PT), Chris Montagu (CEM). Apologies: Kathy Geraghty (KG), Michael Mounde (MM) (belated). 

SH welcomed back EC to our meetings and introduced George Jolley to the Group.

1.
Minutes of the last meeting.   The minutes of the last meeting were read and agreed. 

2.
Matters arising from the last minutes.   

Item 4  para 2. The mobile food van in the Central Car Park has gone, and RB reported that the owner of The Gorge Café is monitoring the situation.

Item 4 para 4.  The Stockland plans for land to the rear of the Three Horseshoes Walk have been rejected by Warminster Town Council.

Item 4 para 7.  KG reported (by email) the safety considerations that are in place on the new crossings.  Bleepers are not used at junctions where there are several crossing points because a blind or partially sighted person may not be able to identify whether the signal is for their particular safe crossing.  There is a tactile cone under the push button that rotates when the ‘green man’ is showing.  A Highways spokesman is reporting to the Town Council and Wiltshire Blind Association on the same topic.   Our Group felt that the system is imperfect and still an issue, but we noted that there are the same type of new crossings in other towns.  We also commented on the continuing large numbers of jaywalkers in Warminster.

Item 4, para 8.  Cllr Humphries has been in contact to say that he would be willing to meet with us with an update concerning the Factory Shop’s windows.  He said that boundary changes meant that the Factory Shop now falls within Cllr Davis’s remit.  However he will continue to try to solve the problem, liaising with Cllr Davis.  CEM agreed to contact Cllr Humphries again.  The Group noted that the blatant disregard of rules by installation of inappropriate windows in a listed building was first mentioned in our minutes in February 2007.

Item 4 para 11.  RB reported that there is no opportunity at the moment for the East St barber to come to talk to us.  She will ask him whether he would like to let us know his views by mail.

3.
Report of WVCP management committee representative.
The management committee has not met since our last meeting.  

4.
Shops and business news, and the town scene.  

George Jolley spoke to us about the aims of the Warminster Environmental Team Service, and how the service will develop.  Twice a week he cleans the entrance to the Old Town Hall and the surrounding pavements.  He has a gained a knowledge of the pigeon problem, which is being further discussed by the Town Council, with a view to a permanent solution.  The team has cleaned up parts of East Street (including the painting of no. 7), The Avenue (10 bags of rubbish collected), and the steps and part of the verges into the Town Park.  He liaises with the authorities/owners before each project, has received practical help from shops and businesses and he has the backing of the Town Council.  He said the service is a back up service for the town and he welcomes suggestions as to where the team can usefully help.  As a result there should also be better liaison between the parish stewards and areas of the town that need attention. As the service grows, more projects can be tackled, and he envisages collaboration in future between people with practical skills who could pass them on to others.  We thanked GJ for setting up the team and for his informative talk, and we gave him our full support.  

Shop news includes Amasar who are looking for a village location, and we understand two cafés are changing hands soon.  Le Café Journal will become a new ethnic café, and the owner of Bombay Ben’s is moving.  There are worrying signs that the antique shops in Silver Street are struggling.  CG found a shop shut on a Tuesday afternoon and antique shop opening hours seem to be reduced across the board.  Baker and Gray Interior Decoration has opened in Silver Street (Chloe’s old shop).   A new card shop and Thorntons chocolate outlet will open at the end of July in the empty card shop in Three Horseshoes Walk (opposite Julian Graves).

We agreed that the worst eyesore in town is now the old Army and Navy shop next to The Factory Shop.  A window is broken and the frontage is disgraceful.  GJ is looking for ways to improve it.  It is believed that there are plans to cover up the windows of the empty shops using pictures of Warminster, but the Group is not aware of the details.  Stationery Plus and the Army may both be involved in the plan.

IS commented about the recent spate of postings on lampposts that detract from the town’s appearance.

A visitor to WIC told SEH how impressed he was by the appearance of the town and the improvements to the pavements.  We agreed that the smart pavements are an asset, and we discussed how important it is now to keep the streets pristine, with every shop that has tables and chairs outside regularly sweeping their individual area.  The flower baskets give the streets summer colour, as do the flower displays outside the library.

5.
Tourism.  

SEH said that there was an exhibition in the library of the photographs from the competition organised by the Development Trust.  It is hoped that a number of the photographs will be used as the basis for a local calendar and postcards to be sold in WIC.

Entry forms are available in WIC for a children’s competition in association with Longleat.

CEM will contact the organiser of the Wylye Valley Arts Trail to congratulate him on this year’s trail.  She will forward a suggestion by PT who asked whether provision could be made for people without cars to join small, organised tours of some of the areas covered by the trail at the weekends. 
SEH reported that Warminster Information Centre is lighter, brighter and better to work in than before.

6.
Project on buying local products. 

The sub-Group met on 16th June.  We planned the Economy and Tourism Group advertisement on local eating-places for the August edition of the Warminster Way.  Most of the Woodcock Industrial Estate leaflets have now been distributed.  Results from the Woodcock questionnaire are being collated.  Work continues on the 2009 Christmas Gift leaflet and we are most grateful for an unsolicited donation towards printing costs from a member of the public. 

7.
AOB.    We have been given a web site for tourists and locals alike giving information on dates and times of steam trains that travel through Warminster station. http://www.uksteam.info/tours/trs09.htm 

A suggestion was made for more information on the board at the entrance to the Town Park (with perhaps another similar board to be erected at the second entrance on Weymouth Street near the steps).   Specifically we thought it useful for people to know more about Smallbrook Meadows nature reserve and that it can be accessed via the park from the entrances on Weymouth Street.  EC will make enquiries.

CEM reminded the Group that the West Wilts Show will be on the 23rd, 24th, 25th July from 10 am daily.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting will be held in the Meeting Room of the Athenaeum on Tuesday 11th August 2009 at 5.00pm.   Rosemary Buchan will be in the Chair. 

C E Montagu  (01985 301954)

