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Warminster and Villages

Community Partnership


_______________________________                        

Economy and Tourism Group

NOTES of a Meeting held on Tuesday 11th October 2011 in the Meeting Room of the Athenaeum.
PRESENT: Pam Thicknesse (PT) in the Chair, Rosemary Buchan (RB), Elisabeth Collyns (EC), Victoria Coombes (VC), Chris Floyd (CF), Debra Leslie (DB), Councillor Chris March (CM), Michael Mounde (MM) for the first half of the meeting, Jo Reese (JR), Christine Montagu (CEM).  
Apologies: Sue Harris (SH).  
PT welcomed Debra Leslie (the new WVCP Community Coordinator) to the meeting.
1.
Minutes of the last meeting.    
The Maltings. There was no Town Council Committee meeting concerning the Maltings, as erroneously reported in the last minutes (Item 4 para 6).  The rest of the minutes of the last meeting were agreed.
2.
Matters arising from the last minutes. 
Item 2 Para 3.  The Lake Pleasure Grounds hedge bordering Weymouth Street.  MM said that the hedge belongs to Wiltshire Wildlife and he agreed to contact them to discuss whether something can be done about the height of the hedge.

Item 5 Para 1.  Markets.  Although there will be no Christmas Market there will be a switch on of Christmas lights and activities in High Street at the end of November.  The Town Council told us that markets in Warminster can be booked via the Town Council and Wiltshire Council.  CEM agreed on behalf of the group to find out how many ‘one off’ markets Westbury has.  
Item 4 Para 6. The Maltings.  CM will contact the owner of the Maltings about the ongoing discussions between Selwood and Highways.  
3.
Report of the WVCP Management Committee Representative.
EC gave a report on the latest committee meeting when details of the Community Plan update, the Neighbourhood Development Plan and the partnership website were discussed.  She informed us that she is cutting down on voluntary responsibilities and she will resign from the WVCP shortly.  Her position as our representative on the WVCP Management Committee will be taken over by CM.  DL gave the group details about her new role as Community Co-ordinator of the WVCP and her involvement in updating the Community Plan.

4.
Warminster in Bloom update.
JR gave an update on Warminster in Bloom.  The group needed more volunteers who can take on specific tasks.  The group had approached businesses, pubs, churches and schools to tell them about Bloom, and had met with English Landscapes but there was not a large enough band of people to transform the ideas into reality.  There was doubt as to whether the group will be able to motivate the town in time to enter the RHS South West in Bloom competition next year.  A letter will be sent to the Town Council advising them of the present position.  One recent disappointment was that local artists had worked on a design to advertise Bloom and Bustards in an empty shop, but days before installation the venue was no longer available.  There was the determination to make a difference to the town horticulturally next year for the Jubilee and Olympic year but the scale of the project may have to change.  MM offered to help in any way that he could.  CM gave a list of people interested in gardening to PT.  He said that the W.E.T.S. group had not been so active recently. Decisions about future plans will be taken at the next Bloom meeting on 24th October.
5.
Shops and business news and the town scene including empty buildings.
As part of the Action for Market Towns initiative, the Group delivered and was now collecting and collating the Business Confidence Surveys and Shoppers Origin Surveys. 
Stocks, the new greengrocers at number 12 Three Horseshoes Walk, was reported to be doing well.  Magpie has opened at 6 East Street (the old Warminster Bookshop) selling gifts, coffee and offering space for exhibitions and meetings. Number 9 Cornmarket (the old Stationery Plus shop) will be a hairdressers and barbers.  Car Mart in Weymouth Street will trade in half its present building, although the nature of the business will remain unchanged.  A taxi firm is expected to take over part of the relinquished building.  Jacqueline’s restaurant will close shortly.  Mad about Toys at 20 Three Horseshoes Walk is closing.  There was discussion on the empty Focus store but it is not certain what plans there are for that building.  PT commented that with Focus shut there is no ‘gardeners’ shop’ in Warminster where one can buy such items as large bags of compost.  Care Matters (Wiltshire) Ltd has moved from Emwell Street to 68 Market Place (above Travel Angels).  Berkeley Rankine at 25 Three Horseshoes Walk is moving to Corsham where they already have an office.  It was reported that Waitrose will be opening in Warminster in March 2012.
Bishopstrow House Hotel has been bought by Longleat.

A meeting about the Old Town Hall is scheduled to take place shortly between its new owner and EC, CM and the Preservation Trust.
6.
Tourism.
VC brought along a copy of the new booklet on ‘The Hills of Warminster’ she has written and produced.  The publication should be in print and available to buy in outlets in Warminster by the end of the year.  The Group congratulated her on her initiative and wished her every success.
7.
AOB.  

The Group was asked to give comments to CEM (by the 14th October) on an article for the November edition of ‘Warminster Way’ on the importance of Christmas shopping locally in Warminster. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting will be held in the Meeting Room of the Athenaeum at 5 pm on 8th November 2011.  Pam Thicknesse will be in the Chair. 
C E Montagu  (01985 301954)
