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Warminster and Villages

Community Partnership


_______________________________                        

Economy and Tourism Group

NOTES of a Meeting held on Tuesday 10th January 2012 in the Meeting Room of the Athenaeum.
PRESENT: Victoria Coombes (VC) in the Chair, Rosemary Buchan (RB), Chris Floyd (CF), Sue Harris (SH), Councillor Chris March (CM), Michael Mounde (MM), Pam Thicknesse (PT), Len Turner (LT), Christine Montagu (CEM).  
Apologies: Jo Reese (JR), Debra Leslie (DB).
VC welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the new year.  She informed the group of the recent death of Tim Trounson, a founder member of the WVCP, and for several years a regular attendee of the Economy and Tourism Group in his capacity as a member of the local Chamber of Commerce.  Several members of the Group expressed a wish to attend his thanksgiving service on 28th January.

1.
Minutes of the last meeting.    
The minutes of the last meeting were agreed.  PM commented that even though Cordens was an excellent shop that sold many gardening items, Warminster still lacked a dedicated gardening store (Item 4 para 2).
2.
Matters arising from the last minutes. 
Item 5 para 2.  Warminster Accommodation Guide 2012.  CEM has submitted an advertisement to encourage the purchase of local souvenirs.  She has also forwarded the names of businesses that may be interested in advertising in the guide together with suggestions for the new edition, as discussed at the last meeting. 
Item 5 Para 3.  Art Project at Warminster Rail Station.  RB is awaiting a reply from the letter she wrote to Dave Martin in December.

Item 6.  CEM has contacted Digby Barker with E&T core funding proposals. 
VC proposed that to publicise the Group to a wider audience, there should be Publicity item at the end of each meeting, to look at what we have discussed and what would be of interest to Warminster.  She was willing to submit a piece to the local paper after each meeting.  This plan of action was agreed.

3.
Report of the WVCP Management Committee Representative.
Members of the E&T Group have received invitations to participate in the Warminster Community Area Forum to debate community issues on Thursday 12th January from 7 pm (refreshments from 6.30 pm) until 9 pm in the Cley Room at Warminster Civic Centre.  
We have forwarded to Debra Leslie additions and amendments to the present Community Plan’s Economy and Tourism theme.
4.
Shops and business news and the town scene including empty buildings.
Lizzie Lou has moved from 4 Wilson and Kennard Yard to 6 Weymouth Street.  A chiropody business has moved into her vacated premises.  Alan Chappell and Co, financial accountants, now occupies the previously empty 5 Wilson and Kennard Yard.   Go Mobile is open for business in 8 High Street, with a new franchisee, so Warminster now has a specialist mobile phone shop again.   Dents is employing someone to catalogue their historic collection of gloves.  We hoped that it may be possible for the collection to be on public view at some time in the future. 
CM spoke of the programmes on TV before Christmas highlighting the empty properties throughout the country which could be used for accommodation for the two million families that need a home.  There is also a lot of wasted space above shops.  Would it be useful to know whether there are suitable but un-let properties already in Warminster  and whether  other spaces could be converted/regenerated to provide homes in the future?  Previously CM had spoken with the Housing Strategy Department of Wiltshire Council.  He agreed to contact them again as a first step to find out whether they had details of residential properties that are unoccupied at present.  We agreed that it would be useful to know how Wiltshire Council had been involved in the past and whether they manage any projects themselves.  We could then see if our Group (or the Housing and a Built Environment pillar of the WVCP) would be able to run a pilot scheme in a small area of town to discover whether it was feasible to bring back empty properties into use.
LT said that there were ongoing concerns about the structural integrity of the vacant property at 3 High Street. He would continue to pursue the matter and report to the next meeting.

Copies of the main recommendations Mary Portas made in her report to revive the High Street were circulated to the Group.  All members were asked to note any recommendations that were especially relevant to our area.  The topic will be on the agenda of the next meeting. 

5.
Tourism and Warminster in Bloom.
We discussed tourism in Warminster, and the need to enhance the town for both those that live here as well as for visitors.  CF said that events such as the Vintage Bus Day and the trips out to villages around could be a great draw, and could be publicised more widely.  LT spoke of an association called ‘Hidden Britain’ which is an organisation that will help to identify what is of interest to visitors.  It has recently done some work in Amesbury.  He suggested that there may be scope for the Area Board to be instrumental in helping to support a focus day for tourism in our area, together with the involvement of ‘Hidden Britain’.
The Group spoke of several aspects of the area that could be made more appealing, including better signage to the Town Park and nature reserve and an attractive covered cafe in the park.  It was agreed that all members should list ideas to stimulate tourism ready for a ‘brainstorming’ fifteen minutes at the next meeting.  PT congratulated VC on the publication of the booklet on the hills of Warminster, saying it was compact, easy to read, and knitted together all the elements in one useful book.
CEM relayed a message from JR reporting on Warminster in Bloom.  The emphasis will be on contributing to the town looking good for this summer.  Projects around the Central Car Park will be worked on this spring.  An Open meeting of Bloom will be held on 20th February at 6.30 pm at the Organ Inn to which anyone with an interest is invited.  Publicity will be given to this event in the Warminster Journal next month.  (The next committee meeting of Bloom will be on Monday 6th February at 4.30 pm in the Organ Inn).
6.
AOB.  

It was suggested that there was a need to encourage a wider representation of local people in our group – for instance B&B owners, shop owners, publicans, cafe owners, business owners and representatives from Warminster Information Centre.  It may be more convenient if the times of the meetings changed occasionally to accommodate these people.
It was decided at the end of the meeting that the topics to be submitted to the press this month would be the possibility of utilising the unused accommodation above the shops, the Mary Portas report, and the brainstorming on tourism in Warminster at the next meeting. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting will be held in the Meeting Room of the Athenaeum at 5 pm on 14th February 2012.  Victoria Coombes will be in the Chair. 
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